Dr. Maria Navarro completed an undergraduate degree in agricultural engineering, then worked for six years in the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM - IAMZ), in international agricultural development, training of professionals, research, and networking activities. In 2004, she completed a Ph.D. in Agricultural Education (Texas A&M University), and since 2005 has been on the faculty of the University of Georgia. She teaches undergraduate and graduate classes in international agriculture, development, and technology change. One of her main research focus is on professional development of higher education faculty (teaching and extension), nationally and internationally. She has worked in the U.S., Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, and Western Asia.
Education:
· Ph.D., Agricultural Education (2004): Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas;
· B.S./M.S. equivalent: Agricultural Engineering (1992): Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Lleida, Spain.
Teaching Activities:

Dr. Navarro is involved with the undergraduate and graduate programs of the Department of Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communication (ALEC), the Certificate of International Agriculture (Office of Global Programs), and collaborates with the Institutes of Latin American and Caribbean Studies (LACSI), and African Studies (ASI). 
Currently, she teaches the following courses (both face-to-face and distance learning): 
· AESC 3150 Topics in International Agriculture;
· ALDR 3820H Reflections on Fighting Hunger
· ALDR(AFST)(LACS) 4710/6710 International Agricultural Development; 
· ALDR 8030 Diffusion of Innovations;
· ALDR 7000, ALDR 7100, ALDR 7110, and ALDR 7300. 
Dr. Navarro advises undergraduate students in the honors program (Interdisciplinary Honors Studies Major) and graduate students in the Master of Agricultural Leadership (MAL). She also advises Sigma Alpha, a professional agricultural sorority for the advancement of women in agriculture, and works with student organizations focusing on the elimination of worldwide hunger and poverty.
Research and Professional Foci: 
Dr. Navarro’s main research foci are the following:
· Issues in Higher Education: Transforming higher education for a more global, socially conscious, and effective curriculum: 1) Professional development of faculty; 2) Student learning; and 3) Curriculum change.
· International cooperation and agricultural development: Education, communication, and extension issues affecting agricultural and human development in different areas of the world. 
In addition, Dr. Navarro is PI or co-PI of several active federal grants focusing on the professional development of faculty. Some examples are: 
· Teaching locally, engaging globally: Enhancing the undergraduate curriculum (USDA, $459,770);
· Empowering Faculty to Deliver Graduate Distance Education Courses (USDA, $138,099);
· Integrating humanistic studies into engineering education (USDA, $98,500).
Career Highlights:
· 2010-Present: Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communication, University of Georgia (ALEC-UGA);
· 2005-2010: Assistant Professor, ALEC-UGA;
· 2004: Intern, Peace Programs, The Carter Center, Atlanta, Georgia;
· 1999-2004: Part-time Instructor, ALEC-UGA;
· 1997-1999: Teaching and Research Assistant, Texas A&M University;
· 1991-1997: Coordinator, Plant Production Area, International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM - IAMZ).
Awards and recognitions:
· 2008: National Agriculture Advocate Award Winner (Sigma Alpha National Sorority);
· 2008 D.W. Brooks Diversity Award (Faculty);
· 2007: President’s Fulfilling the Dream Award (UGA);
· 2007: Gamma Sigma Delta (Honor Society of Agriculture) Junior Achievement in teaching award;
· 2006: Outstanding Early Achievement Award of the Association for International Agricultural and Extension Education (AIAEE);
· 2006: Sigma Alpha National Advisor of the Year Award;
· 2006-2008: University of Georgia Lilly Teaching Fellow;
· 2005-2010: Associate Editor, Journal of International Agricultural and Extension Education (JIAEE) (all volumes).
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